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RESOLUTION № 2020-06 

Approving the Dunnigan Water District Annexation (LAFCo № 935) and 
Waiving Conducting Authority Proceedings 

WHEREAS, on June 20, 2020, the Dunnigan Water District (DWD) submitted an application to annex 
six (6) parcels totaling approximately 1,160 acres into the District (APNs 051-140-035, 051-140-037, 
052-010-006, 052-100-004, 052-110-001, and 054-020-014); and

WHEREAS, the project was routed to all subject, affected, and interested agencies and no 
comments were received; and 

WHEREAS, the Yolo County Auditor determined the affected district does not receive property taxes 
and is not seeking any property tax revenue for the subject territory, and per Revenue and Taxation 
Code Section 99(b)(3), Yolo County has consulted with DWD and determined that a property tax 
revenue negotiated exchange is, therefore, not applicable; and  

WHEREAS, the Yolo Local Agency Formation Commission (Yolo LAFCo) analyzed the project in 
accordance with all applicable sections of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government 
Reorganization Act of 2000, LAFCo Standards of Evaluation and Agricultural Policy, and all other 
matters presented as prescribed by law; and  

WHEREAS, on February 12, 2020, DWD adopted Resolution 2020-04 adopting the Negative 
Declaration as Lead Agency for the project, finding there is no substantial evidence supporting a fair 
argument the annexation will have a significant effect of the environment; and 

WHEREAS, Yolo LAFCo complied with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as a 
Responsible Agency by responding to the Notice of Availability from the Lead Agency and reviewed 
the Draft Negative Declaration regarding issues germane to LAFCo’s statutory responsibilities; and  

WHEREAS, CEQA requires a Responsible Agency to accept the Negative Declaration as prepared 
by the Lead Agency and to treat the document as being legally adequate absent specified 
circumstances not present herein; and 

WHEREAS, a Certificate of Filing was issued for the proposal on August 28, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive Officer reviewed the proposal and prepared and filed a report with 
recommendations with this Commission at least five (5) days prior to the date of the September 24, 
2020, meeting during which the project was set to be considered; and 

WHEREAS, on September 24, 2020, the annexation proposal came on regularly for hearing before 
Yolo LAFCo, at the time and place specified in the notice, however a regional internet outage 
occurred at 9:10 a.m. and terminated the virtual meeting for all attendees before this item was heard; 
and, 

WHEREAS, by order of the Chair, the Public Hearing item was continued to the next Regular LAFCo 
Meeting on October 29, 2020, at 9:00 a.m.; and 

WHEREAS, an opportunity was given to all interested persons, organizations, and agencies to 
present oral or written testimony, protests, objections, and any other information concerning the 
Proposal and all related matters; and  
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WHEREAS, at said meeting, the Commission reviewed and considered the Negative Declaration 
and the Executive Officer’s Report including all the information, recommendations, findings, and 
conditions contained therein. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Yolo Local Agency Formation Commission approves 
the Dunnigan Water District Annexation (LAFCO № 935) as illustrated in Attachment A and hereby 
waives conducting authority proceedings pursuant to Government Code Section 56663(a) subject to 
the following findings and conditions of approval: 
 
Findings 
 
CEQA 
1. Finding: The potential environmental effects of the proposal (LAFCo № 935) have been 

reviewed by the DWD as Lead Agency and determined there is no substantial evidence 
supporting a fair argument that the project will have a significant effect on the environment 
and filed a Notice of Determination in accordance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA). 
 
Evidence:  CEQA requires a Responsible Agency to accept a CEQA document as prepared 
by the Lead Agency and to treat the document as being legally adequate absent specified 
circumstances not present herein. The project does not involve any land use changes and 
will not result in the physical construction of any infrastructure or other improvements to 
supply irrigation water to the proposed annexation area, as the project will utilize existing 
water conveyance facilities. The subject territory will remain in agricultural production 
notwithstanding the source of irrigation water and may even improve environmental 
conditions by reducing reliance on groundwater.   

 
Project Findings (in Accordance with Section Government Code Section 56668.3) 
2. Finding:  The annexation will be for the interest of present and future landowners and 

inhabitants within the territory to be annexed.   
 

Evidence:  The annexation will allow landowners access to DWD’s surface water allocation. 
The proposed annexation has been initiated by the DWD at the request of 100% of the 
subject landowners. The project would help expand use of surface water availability and less 
reliance on groundwater. The project would also result in additional revenue for District 
infrastructure investment and maintenance. It also would provide long term funding stability 
for the District, which would be a benefit to all District landowners. 
 

3. Finding:  No resolutions raising objections have been filed by an affected agency regarding 
the proposed project.   

 
Evidence:  LAFCo has not received any objections (resolutions or otherwise) filed by an 
affected or interested agency regarding the proposed project. No objections from any 
landowners or the general public have been received.   

 
4. Finding:  The DWD has adequate services to meet the existing and probable future needs of 

the territory.   
 

Evidence:  Although water is a limited resource and increasing the size of the District will 
reduce the water available for each acre planted in drought years, the DWD has typically 
used only approximately 13,000 acre feet of its existing 19,000 acre-foot Central Valley 
Project water allocation each year. With agricultural water, there is much more flexibility in 
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the water demand; farmers can opt to use groundwater via individual wells, plant crops that 
are less water-intensive, plant less acreage and consolidate their water allocation on less 
area, or (as in the case of rice farmers) not plant rice fields at all and submit a claim for crop 
failure from their insurance company. Therefore, this reduction is not considered significant 
and the project will allow more farmers access to limited surface water in drought years and 
result in less reliance on groundwater.   

 
Findings to Waive Proceedings (in accordance with Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act Gov’t Code 
§ 56663(a)) 

5. Finding:  The resolution from the DWD of application for an annexation is accompanied by 
proof, satisfactory to the Commission, that all the owners of land within the affected territory 
have given their written consent to that reorganization.   

 
Evidence:  The DWD application for reorganization (LAFCo № 935) includes written consent 
signed by landowners of all six parcels that comprise 100% of the affected territory. Notice 
was provided to all landowners and no written opposition has been received. The notice 
includes the Commission’s intent to waive protest and election proceedings.   

 
Conditions of Approval 

 
1. The applicant and the real party of interest, if different, agree to defend, indemnify, hold 

harmless and release the Yolo Local Agency Formation Commission, its agents, officers, 
attorney and employees from any claim, action or proceeding brought against any of them, 
the purpose of which to attack, set aside, void, or annul the approval of this application or 
adoption of the environmental review which accompanies it. This indemnification obligation 
shall include, but not be limited to, damages, costs, expenses, attorney fees, or expert 
witness fees that may be asserted by any person or entity, including the applicant, arising out 
of or in connection with the approval of this application, whether or not there is concurrent 
passive negligence of the part of the Yolo Local Agency Formation Commission its agents, 
officers, attorney or employees. 
 

2. The project will be subject to all appropriate LAFCo, State Board of Equalization, and County 
Clerk-Recorder fees prior to recording the Certificate of Completion for the DWD Annexation 
(LAFCO № 935). 

 
3. The effective date of the approval of this annexation is five (5) days after the date the 

Certificate of Completion is recorded by the County Recorder. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Yolo Local Agency Formation Commission, State of California, this 
29th day of October 2020, by the following vote. 
 
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:   
 

 
 
______________________________ 
Olin Woods, Chair 
Yolo Local Agency Formation Commission 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 

______________________________ 
Christine Crawford, Executive Officer 
Yolo Local Agency Formation Commission 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Eric May, Commission Counsel 
 


































